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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE AUTHORIZES
LETHAL CONTROL OF TWO GRAY WOLVES

Two gray wolves, involved in the depredation of a mature cow and her calf near Clayton, Idaho, have
been shot and killed by Federal wildlife specialists. A subadult male, B-104, from the Moyer Basin Pack,
and two other uncollared wolves, were observed and videotaped in the act of depredation on May 11,
2001. USDA Wildlife Services confirmed that the cow had been killed by wolves, and initiated the lethal
control action on recommendations of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Nez Perce Tribe.

An uncollared female gray wolf was located with B-104 and shot on May 12, 2001 by Wildlife Services.
The helicopter used in the control action was then used to haze two other wolves from the area.
Since B-104 was the only depredating wolf with a radio collar, he was not lethally removed at that time.
Subsequent behavior and harassment of livestock by B-104 led to the decision on May 16, 2001,
to lethally remove him. That lethal removal was accomplished on the afternoon of  May 16, 2001.
Examination of B-104 revealed a serious foreleg injury that hampered the animal’s ability to travel
and probably caused him to remain near livestock operations.

Several yearling and subadult wolves from the Stanley and Moyer Basin packs have been in the
Clayton-Challis area for the past several weeks. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wolf Recovery Coordina-
tor Carter Niemeyer noted that, “Radio-activated guards units (“RAG boxes”) have been successfully
used to discourage wolves from the Challis landfill and private ranches near Clayton and the East Fork
of the Salmon River. We are hopeful that this lethal control action and helicopter hazing will further
discourage any other wolves from remaining near livestock operations. It appears that other radio-
collared wolves have moved to higher elevations away from ranches.”

Wolves in Idaho are making progress toward recovery. Since the initial reintroduction of 35 wolves
into the nonessential, experimental area in northern Idaho in 1995-1996, the gray wolf population has
increased to about 190 individuals.
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